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Time Allowed: 3 hours Maximum Marks: 80

Meritorious Tutorials 

Shop No. 62 & 65, Kesar Garden Sec-20, Kharghar 

 

CLASS 10 - ENGLISH
CBSE: Full Portion Test

 

General Instructions:

1. This paper is divided into two sections: A and B. All questions are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these

instructions very carefully and follow them.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

Section A

1. Read the passage given below carefully and answer any 10 questions that follow: 

Overpowering prey is a challenge for creatures that do not have limbs. Some species like

Russell's viper inject poison. Some others opt for an alternative non-chemical method – rat

snakes, for instance, catch and push their prey against the ground, while pythons use their

muscle power to crush their prey to death. But snakes can't be neatly divided into poisonous

and non-poisonous categories. 

Even species listed as non-poisonous aren't completely free of poison. The common Sand Boa,

for instance, produces secretions particularly poisonous to birds. So the species doesn't take

any chance – it crushes its prey and injects poison as an extra step. 

Do vipers need powerful poison enough to kill hundreds of rats with just one drop? After all,

they eat only one or two at a time. 

While hunting, animals try their worst to kill most efficiently, their prey use any trick to

avoid becoming a meal, such as developing immunity to poison. For instance, Californian

ground squirrels are resistant to Northern Pacific rattlesnake poison. 

Competition with prey is not the only thing driving snakes to evolve more and more deadly

poison. Snakes also struggle to avoid becoming prey themselves. 

Some snake killers have partial immunity to poison. Famously, mongooses are highly

resistant to cobra poison, and with their speed and agility, kill snakes fearlessly. It would be

the death of cobras as a species if they didn't evolve a more deadly poison to stop mongooses. 

Poison has another important role. It's an extreme meat softener, specific enzymes break up

the insides of the prey. Normally, a reptile depends on the sun's warm rays to aid digestion. 

But I wonder if we cannot use venom in our favor. In remote parts of India, local hospitality

often involves leather tough meat. I chew and chew until my jaws ache. If I spit it out or

refuse, our hosts would be offended, I swallow like a python stuffing a deer down its throat

and hope I don't choke. If only I had poison.

i. Overpowering ________ is a challenge for creatures that do not have limbs.

a. killer

[10]
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b. humans

c. a python

d. prey

ii. How do pythons overpower their prey?

a. Use Non-Chemical Method

b. Use muscle power

c. Inject poison

d. Catch and push the prey to the ground

iii. Which reptile cannot be put into poisonous or non-poisonous categories?

a. Snake

b. Russell Viper

c. Rat Snake

d. Python

iv. What extra step does Sand Boa take to be sure of their prey’s death?

a. Play with its prey

b. Push it to the ground

c. Overpower it

d. Inject Poison

v. What trick is used by the prey to avoid becoming a meal?

a. Develop Immunity to poison

b. Push back the reptiles

c. Kill the reptiles before attacking them

d. Bite the reptiles

vi. Why would Indian hosts be offended?

a. If one spits out meat

b. If one sells meat

c. If one cooks meat

d. If one buys meat

vii. What makes mongoose a snake predator?

a. High Resistance to cobra poison

b. Their speed and agility

c. Kills snakes fearlessly

d. All of the above

viii. Which reptile is dangerous to birds, according to the passage?

a. Mongoose

b. Sand Boa

c. Russell Viper

d. Cobra

ix. Poison ________ meat.

a. enhances taste of

b. hardens
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c. softens

d. breaks down

x. Californian squirrels are ________ rattlesnake poison.

a. afraid of

b. helpless against

c. resistant to

d. indifferent to

xi. Find a synonym of "block" in the passage.

a. Choke

b. Jam

c. Obstruct

d. Gasp

xii. Fine an antonym of "tolerant" in the passage.

a. Opposing

b. Resistant

c. Venom

d. Secretion

2. Poverty estimation in India 

The percentage of the population living below the poverty line in India decreased to 22% in

2011-12 from 37% in 2004-05, according to data released by the Planning Commission in July

2013. This blog presents data on recent poverty estimates and goes on to provide a brief

history of poverty estimation in the country. National and state-wise poverty estimate: The

Planning Commission estimates levels of poverty in the country on the basis of consumer

expenditure surveys conducted by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) of the Ministry

of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

National poverty estimates (% below poverty line) (1993 - 2012)

Year Rural Urban Total

1993 – 94 50.1 31.8 45.3

2004 – 05 41.8 25.7 37.2

2009 – 10 33.8 20.9 29.8

2011 – 12 25.7 13.7 21.9

Source: Press Note on Poverty Estimates, 2011-12 

The current methodology for poverty estimation is based on the recommendations of an

Expert Group to Review the Methodology for Estimation of Poverty (Tendulkar Committee)

established in 2005. The Committee calculated poverty levels for the year 2004- 05. Poverty

levels for subsequent years were calculated on the basis of the same methodology, after

adjusting for the difference in prices due to inflation. The table shows national poverty levels

for the last twenty years, using the methodology suggested by the Tendulkar Committee.

According to these estimates, poverty declined at an average rate of 0.74 percentage points

per year between 1993-94 and 2004-05, and at 2.18 percentage points per year between 2004-

[10]
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05 and 2011-12. 

Pre-independence poverty estimates: One of the earliest estimations of poverty was done

by Dadabhai Naoroji in his book, ‘Poverty and the Un-British Rule in India’. He formulated a

poverty line ranging from ₹ 16 to ₹ 35 per capita per year, based on 1867-68 prices. The

poverty line proposed by him was based on the cost of a subsistence diet consisting of ‘rice or

flour, dhal, mutton, vegetables, ghee, vegetable oil and salt’. Next, in 1938, the National

Planning Committee (NPC) estimated a poverty line ranging from ₹ 15 to ₹ 20 per capita per

month. Like the earlier method, the NPC also formulated its poverty line based on ‘a

minimum standard of living perspective in which nutritional requirements are implicit’. In

1944, the authors of the ‘Bombay Plan’ (Thakurdas et al 1944) suggested a poverty line of ₹ 75

per capita per year. Post-independence poverty estimates: In 1962, the Planning

Commission constituted a working group to estimate poverty nationally, and it formulated

separate poverty lines for rural and urban areas – of ₹ 20 and ₹ 25 per capita per year

respectively. VM Dandekar and N Rath made the first systematic assessment of poverty in

India in 1971, based on the National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-61. They argued

that the poverty line must be derived from the expenditure that was adequate to provide

2250 calories per day in both rural and urban areas. This generated debate on minimum

calorie consumption norms while estimating poverty and variations in these norms based on

age and sex. 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions

from the eleven given below:

i. The Planning Commission estimates levels of poverty in the country on the basis of:

a. surveys conducted by the NSSO

b. consumer expenditure survey conducted by NSSO

c. expenditure surveys conducted by NSSO

d. after adjusting for the difference in prices due to inflation

ii. According to the passage, the percentage of the population living below the poverty line in

India has decreased up to ________ from 2004-05 to 2011 -12:

a. 12%

b. 15%

c. 13%

d. 25%

iii. "Like the earlier method, the NPC also formulated its poverty line..." The earlier method

here means:

a. Method formulated by Tendulkar Committee

b. Method of conducting a survey of consumer's expenditure

c. Method formulated by Dadabhai Naoroji

d. The method mentioned in the book Bombay Plan

iv. "This generated debate on minimum calorie consumption norms while estimating poverty

and variations in these norms based on age and sex." This here refers to:

a. A poverty line ranging from ₹ 16 to ₹ 35 per capita per year

b. A poverty line ranging from ₹ 15 to ₹ 20 per capita per month.

https://www.prsindia.org/Users/IPRS%204/Documents/Joyita/Blog%20posts/Poverty%20estimates/Poverty%20Estimation%20in%20India%20for%20blog.docx#_edn4
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c. Poverty lines for rural and urban areas – of ₹ 20 and ₹ 25 per capita per year

respectively.

d. Poverty line derived from expenditure that was adequate to provide 2250 calories per

day in both rural and urban areas.

v. Based on the passage, choose the option that correctly demonstrates the poverty estimates

for 2009-10: 

a. Image C

b. Image A

c. Image B

d. Image D

vi. Based on the passage, choose the options that list the statements that are TRUE according

to the information:

A. In 1962, the Planning Commission constituted a working group to estimate poverty

nationally.

B. The NPC did not formulate its poverty line based on ‘a minimum standard of living

perspective in which nutritional requirements are implicit’.

C. In 1938, the National Planning Committee (NPC) estimated a poverty line ranging from

₹ 15 to ₹ 20 per capita per month.

D. VM Dandekar and N Rath made the second systematic assessment of poverty in India

in 1971

a. A and C

b. B and D

c. B and C

d. A and B

vii. Based on the information given in the passage, choose the correct option:

a. The percentage of the population living below the poverty line in India increased to

37% in 2011-12 from 22% in 2004-05.

b. The current methodology for poverty estimation is based on the recommendations of

Tendulkar Committee.

c. Poverty declined at an average rate of 2.18 percentage points per year between 1993-94

and 2004-05.
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d. In 1944, the authors of the Bombay Plan (Thakurdas et al 1944) suggested a poverty

line of ₹ 100 per capita per year.

viii. Based on the information given in the passage, choose the option that represents an

accurate graphic of National Poverty Estimates from 1993 - 2012: 

a. Image A

b. Image B

c. Image C

d. Image D

ix. Which of the following statement is NOT substantiated by any information from the

passage?

a. The NPC based its poverty estimate calculation on Dadabhai Nairoji’s methods.

b. VM Dandekar and N Rath made the first systematic assessment of poverty in India in

1971, based on the National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-61.

c. In 1962, the Planning Commission formulated separate poverty lines for rural and

urban areas – of ₹ 20 and ₹ 25 per capita per year, respectively.

d. In 1938, the National Planning Committee (NPC) estimated a poverty line ranging from

₹ 15 to ₹ 20 per capita per month.

x. VM Dandekar and N Rath made the first systematic assessment of poverty in India in

1971, based on:

a. National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-71

b. National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-61

c. National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1950-61

d. National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 1960-70

xi. Arrange the order poverty estimation in a descending order based on the information

given in the table:

A. 2009–10

B. 2004–05

C. 1993–94

D. 2011–12

a. A, D, C, B

b. B, C, A, D

c. C, A, B, D

d. C, B, A, D
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3. Read the passages given below and choose the appropriate option from the questions

below: 

Weeks went by and still, Wanda did not answer. 

Peggy had begun to forget the whole business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at night making

speeches about Wanda, defending her from great crowds of girls who were trying to tease her

with, "How many dresses have you got?" 

And before Wanda could press her lips together in a tight line, the way she did before

answering, Maddie would cry out, "Stop!" 

Then everybody would feel ashamed of the way she used to feel. 

Now it was Christmas time and there was snow on the ground. 

Christmas bells and a small tree decorated the classroom. 

On the last day of school before the holidays, the teacher showed the class a letter she had

received that morning.

a. What happened to Peggy when Wanda did not answer for weeks? 

(i) She began to forget the whole episode related to Wanda 

(ii) She cried inconsolably  

(iii) She planned to visit Wanda 

(iv) She started hating and abusing Wanda

b. When did the teacher show Wanda’s letter to the class? 

(i) First day of the school after the holidays 

(ii) Last day of the school before holidays 

(iii) During the school holidays 

(iv) Couple of days before the school holidays began

c. Find out a word similar in meaning to embarrassed. 

(i) Ashamed (ii) Defending (iii) Received (iv) Showed

d. Who made up speeches about defending Wanda from other girls in her dreams? 

(i) Peggy (ii) Miss Mason (iii) Maddie (iv) Wanda's father

e. What did the teacher show the class on the last day of school before the holidays? 

(i) Wanda's letter (ii) Wanda's drawings 

(iii) Their exam result (iv) A trophy won in an inter-school competition

[5]

OR

Read the passages given below and choose the appropriate option from the questions below: 

Mark! while relatives are looking on and lamenting deeply, one by one mortal are carried off, like

an ox that is led to the slaughter. So the world is afflicted with death and decay, therefore the wise

do not grieve, knowing the terms of the world.

a. What is the fate of mortals? 

(i) They are carried off, like an ox 

(ii) They are carried off, like a deer 

(iii) They are carried off, like a lion 

(iv) They are carried off, like an angel

b. Why do the wise not grieve? 

(i) For they are heartless 
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(ii) For they are aware of the terms of the world  

(iii) Because they are not allowed to do so 

(iv) Because it does not bother them

c. What is the world afflicted with? 

(i) Death and decay (ii) Pollution 

(iii) Poverty (iv) Pandemics

d. Write the meaning of the word 'lamenting'. 

(i) Celebrating (ii) Being remorseful 

(iii) Dancing (iv) Being thrilled

e. Who is the speaker of the given lines? 

(i) Gautama Buddha (ii) kisa Gautami  

(iii) Swami Vivekananda (iv) Dayanand Saraswati

4. Read the extract given below and choose the appropriate option from the questions

below: 

I would not intrude on him, 

A dime, another ball, is worthless. Now 

He senses first responsibility 

In a world of possessions.

a. Who would not intrude? 

(i) The poet (ii) The boy (iii) The boy's mother (iv) The boy's teacher

b. Whose eyes are desperate? 

(i) The poet's (ii) The boy's (iii) The boy's mother's (iv) A little girl's

c. The word intrude in the above-given extract means.............. 

(i) Instruct (ii) Indulge (iii) Interfere (4) Inspire

d. What does the poet mean by first responsibility? 

(i) To learn to cope up with loss (ii) To clear his exams 

(iii) To climb a mountain (iv) To ride a bicycle

e. Who is the poet of the given stanza? 

(i) Robert Frost (ii) Leslie Norris 

(iii) John Berryman (iv) William Shakespeare

[5]

OR

Read the extract given below and choose the appropriate option from the questions below: 

Don’t bite your nails, Amanda! 

Don’t hunch your shoulders, Amanda! 

Stop that slouching and sit up straight, 

Amanda!

a. Name the poet of the above lines. 

(i) Robin Klein (ii) Robert Frost  

(iii) John Barrymore (iv) William Shakespeare

b. What is Amanda asked not to do? 

(i) Bite her nails (ii) Sit lazily 

(iii) Bent her shoulders (iv) All of these
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c. What is the meaning of slouching? 

(i) Sitting or lying in a lazy drooling manner (ii) Screaming 

(iii) Eating compulsively (iv) Sitting erect

d. Amanda is getting instructions for what purpose? 

(i) For looking presentable 

(ii) To become a fashion icon 

(iii) To participate in a school play 

(iv) For going to the boarding school

e. What does Amanda do to her shoulders? 

(i) Keep them erect (ii) Hunches 

(iii) Keep them stiff (iv) Keep them loose

5. Choose the correct options to fill in the blanks to complete the note about Vandana

Suryawanshi. 

A teacher from Maharashtra has become (a) _______ first foreigner to be chosen for the U.S.

Space Foundation's elite 2012 Flight of Teacher Liaisons Programme in its 10-year history.

Vandana Suryawanshi of Vidya Valley School in Maharashtra is (b) _______ middle school

educator (c) _______ has been teaching Biology, Earth Science and General Science for 20 years.

She has also been awarded by CBSE.

a. (i) the (ii) a (iii) one (iv) an

b. (i) the (ii) an (iii) of (iv) a

c. (i) which (ii) who (iii) that (iv) whose.

[3]

6. Choose the correct options to fill in the blanks to complete the narration. 

Rajeev: Dad, will you gift me a laptop? 

Dad: Not now, Wait till your class 12 board results. 

Rajeev: But, Dad, didn't you promise me one? 

Dad: Yes, but my long cherished desire is to see you top class 12 too. You should prepare for

JEE-MAINS also.

Rajeev asked his dad (i)___________ Negating, Dad asked Rajeev (ii)____________ A little

disappointed Rajeev (iii)___________ Motivating Rajeev, Dad said that his long cherished desire

was to see him top class 12 too. He also wished that Rajeev should prepare For JEE-MAINS too.

i. a. if he may gift him a laptop.

b. if he would have gift him a laptop.

c. if he would gift him a laptop.

d. if he will gift him a laptop.

ii. a. to waits till his class 12 board results.

b. to waited till his class 12 board results.

c. should wait till his class 12 board results.

d. to wait till his class 12 board results.

iii. a. reminded dad if he hadn't promised him one.

b. reminding dad if he hadn't promised him one.

c. reminded dad if he has not promised him one.

d. reminded dad what he hadn't promised him one.

[3]
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Section B

7. Choose the correct options for ANY FOUR of the six sentences given below. [4]

a) might have b) may have

c) must have d) ought to have

I ________ bought them if you had lent me some money.a)

a) would b) can

c) could d) may

He said that he ________ walk twenty km at a stretch.b)

a) were picking / were placing b) have been picking / placed

c) are picking / will place d) picked / have been placing

Some of the workers ________ the peaches while the others ________ them in wooden boxes.c)

a) were doing, were working b) are doing, are working

c) have done, have worked d) do, work

These days, people who _____ manual work, often receive far more money than clerks

who _____ in offices.

d)

a) have b) were

c) are d) is

Most of the milk ________ gone.e)

a) any b) several

c) few d) a lot of

You can buy these maps at ______ station. They all have them.f)

8. You are the Principal of R.D. Rajpal School, Dwarka. During the rainy season, the roads around

your school get broken and develop potholes. This leads to a lot of inconvenience to the staff

and students of the school. Write a letter of complaint to the Municipal Commissioner, New

Delhi.

[5]

OR

You are Ram/Rama G-135, Raj Nagar, Palam, New Delhi. Your locality has witnessed a number of

cases of theft in recent weeks. The local law and order authorities were approached but you find

no change in the situation. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper drawing the attention

of the higher authorities to the problem.

9. Below is a graph is given showing birth and death rates in a country from 1901 to 2101. Write

an analytical paragraph (100-150 words). 

[5]
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OR

The chart shows the division of household tasks by gender (blue represents female and red shows

male) in Great Britain. Write an analytical paragraph describing the chart given in not more than

200 words. 

10. Answer ANY TWO questions from (a) to (c) and ANY TWO questions from ((d) to (f) in 20-30

words each:

[8]

What is the theme of the poem - Amanda?a)

What does Lomov think when he is alone?b)

Who was Maddie? How did she feel when Peggy made fun of Wanda?c)

Mrs. Pumphrey was responsible for Tricki’s illness. Explain it in your own words.d)

"Griffin was rather a lawless person.” Comment.e)

What did Sulekha later on come to be known as?f)

11. Answer ANY TWO questions from (a) to (c) and ANY TWO questions from ((d) to (f) in 40-50

words each:

[12]

How does the tiger walk in the cage?a)

What was the point of controversy between Lomov and Natalya about the Oxen

Meadows?

b)

What did Lencho call the raindrops? How did he value them?c)

Why did Hari Singh return to Anil, although he had stolen money and escaped easily?d)

Did Ebright have other interests besides science? Mention them.e)

What does the hack driver say about Lutkins?f)

12. Write a character-sketch of the postmaster. [5]

OR

What do you know about Mr. Keesing? How did he punish Anne?

13. What treatment was given to Tricki by Dr. Harriot? [5]

OR

What is the role of Madam Forestier in the story The Necklace?


